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STATE OF GEORGIA
CITY OF MORROW
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF MORROW,
GEORGIA BY REVISING CHAPTER 11 (“OFFENSES”) IN CHAPTER 3 (“ANIMAL
CONTROL”); TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE
DATE; AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Morrow, Georgia (the
“City”) is the Mayor and Council thereof; and

WHEREAS, the City is authorized to presc;ribe regulations for animal control for the
City pursuaht to, among other things, Section 1.12(b)(1) of the City’s Charter; and

WHEREAS, the City previously exercised such power, having adopted an ordinance
setting forth regulations that are codified in Chapter 11 (“Offenses”) in Chapter 3 (“Animal
Control”) of the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia; and |

WHEREAS, the governing authority has determined that it is necessary to amend said
regulations to further protect the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Ci.ty.

BE IT AND ITS IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY
OF THE CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA, and by the authority thereof:

Section 1. That Chapter 11 (“Offenses”) in Chapter 3 (“Animal”) of the Code of
Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended by inserting in lieu thereof the
provisions set forth in Exhibit “A”, which is attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.

Section 2. That the preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby

incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein.
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Section 3. (a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all
sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their
enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional.

(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest
extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance. It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the
greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase
of this Ordinance.

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance
shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the
express intent of the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or
unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional
or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or
sections of the Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases,
- clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional,
enforceable, and of full force and effect.

Section 4. That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
expressly repealed.

Section 5. That this Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of

the State of Georgia and the City.
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Section 6. That the effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption unless
otherwise specified herein.

ORDAINED this 14th day of May, 2019.

CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA

Jeffrfy W.DeTar, Mayor

ATTEST:

Yasm@uliojﬁty Clerk et

TPPROVEDfS TO FO]&‘I:“" “-\w
L f (o2 /7>

“Winston A. Denmark, City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A
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ARTICLE A. - IN GENERAL
Sec. 11-3-1. - Short title.

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Animal and Fowl Control Ordinance
of the City of Morrow."

Sec. 11-3-2. - Definitions.

For the purpose of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations
shall have the meaning given herein.

Dog shall mean any member of the canine genus.

License tag shall mean a metal tag issued by the rabies control officer at the time of
vaccination as evidence of vaccination, and bearing the words "GA. (year
issued)" and the license number.

Pound shall mean the facilities operated by the rabies control officer for the confinement
of dogs impounded pursuant to the provisions of this article.

Rabies control officer shall mean the department head of the county rabies control
department or an authorized representative.

Vaccination shall mean the injection by an authorized person of a specified dose of
antirabic vaccine into the body of a dog, which vaccine shall have the United States Government
license number approval stamped on the label of the vaccine container and which vaccine has
been approved by the rabies control officer.

(Code 1977, § 10-3002)

Sec. 11-3-3. - City designated bird sanctuary.

The entire area embraced within the corporate limits of the city shall be, and the same is
hereby designated as a bird sanctuary.
(Code 1977, § 10-3003)

Sec. 11-3-4. - Trapping, hunting, molesting birds prohibited; exception.

(a) It shall be unlawful to trap, hunt, shoot or attempt to shoot or molest in any manner
any bird or wild fowl or to rob bird nests, or wild fowl nests; provided, that if starlings or
similar birds are found to be congregating in such numbers in a particular locality that
they constitute a nuisance or a menace to health or proper in the opinion of the property
city authorities, then in such event, city authorities shall meet with representatives of the
Audubon Society, Bird Club, or Humane Society, or as many of these clubs as are found
to exist in the city after having given at least three days' actual notice of time and place of
the meeting to the representatives of the clubs.
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(b) If, as a result of the meeting, no satisfactory alternative is found to abate the
nuisance, then the birds may be destroyed in any numbers and in any manner as is
deemed advisable by the city authorities under the supervision of the chief of police of
the city.

(Code 1977, § 10-3004)

Sec. 11-3-5. - Fowl running at large, forbidden.

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully permit any duck, goose, chicken or other
domestic fowl belonging to the person to run at large or upon the premises of any other person
within the city.

(Code 1977, § 10-3005)

Sec. 11-3-6. - Keeping of cows, other animals or fowl; sales and barter prohibited.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any cow or cows within the city for any
purpose or for any length of time, except under the following conditions:

(1) For each cow there shall be provided a space of at least 20,000 square feet
and not more than one cow shall be kept in that space; it being the purpose
and intent of this section to require an area for the keeping of cows based
upon 20,000 square feet per cow multiplied by the number of cows kept
in the event more than one cow shall be kept.

(2) No cow or cows shall be kept in a barn, space or stable for that purpose
which is nearer than 50 feet from any residence other than the owner's.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep within the city (other than on land zoned
agricultural) any cow or cows; animals or fowl for the purpose of barter or sale.

Sec. 11-3-7, - Uninoculated dogs or cats prohibited.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, maintain or harbor any dog or cat
four months of age or over unless the animal has been vaccinated and holds a current,
unexpired license tag and certificate issued by the county department of health or similar
‘agency from another county of the state.

(b) Each animal which has been so licensed shall, at all times, wear its license tag on a
collar or harness in a manner approved by the rabies control officer.

(¢) A dog or cat less than four months of age shall not be required to be licensed or
vaccinated as is otherwise required by subsection (a), but the animal shall be confined to
its owner's premises. ‘

(d) It shall be the duty of all persons owning or having charge of any dog or cat
brought into the city from outside the city to have the animal vaccinated and to obtain a
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license tag and certificate within 14 days from the date of entry; however, when the
owner or person having charge of such an animal produces evidence satisfactory to the
rabies control officer that the animal has been vaccinated with a currently valid rabies
inoculation by a person duly licensed to practice veterinary medicine, the dog or cat shall
not be required to be vaccinated again until the expiration date of its most recent
vaccination, but the owner of the dog or cat shall obtain a license tag and certificate
therefore.

Sec. 11-3-8. - Running at large.

It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any dog or other animal to permit the
animal to run at large or upon any of the streets or public places of the city.
Note— See the editor's note following § 11-3-8.1.

Sec. 11-3-8.1. - Vicious animals; restraint required, evidence of viciousness.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or other person to maintain, harbor, raise, own,
house, or hold within the city, a manifestly vicious animal unless the same is securely,
but humanely, confined or restrained in such a manner as to prevent such animal from
attacking or  biting a person or other animal.

(b) It shall be prima facie evidence of the viciousness of the animal, if it, without
provocation, fiercely attacks or bites a person or other animal not on the owner's
premises.

(Ord. No. 89-02, § 1, 3-14-89)

Editor's note— Provisions pertaining to vicious animals set out as § 11-3-8(b) and (c) have
been deleted as being superseded by Ord. No. 89-02, § 1, adopted Mar. 14, 1989, and
included herein as § 11-3-8.1 in order to facilitate reference and indexing.

Cross reference— Dangeroué dogs and other animals, § 11-3-26 et seq.
Sec. 11-3-9. - Noisy animals; noxious odors.

No person shall permit a dog or other animal over which he or she has custody or control
to bark, howl, whine, or emit any noises whatsoever in a continuous manner so as to disturb
passersby or the occupancy of any nearby property. Further, no person shall permit the existence
of noxious odors from animal excretion, of any type, to passersby or occupants of nearby
property.

Sec. 11-3-10. - Poisoning animals.
It shall be unlawful for any person to put out or cause to be put out any poison within the

city for the killing of any dog or other domestic animal.
(Code 1977, § 10-3011)
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Sec. 11-3-11. - Cruelty to animals.

It shall be unlawful for any person within the city to overload, cruelly treat, maim, bruise,
deprive of necessary sustenance, fail to provide shelter, ill use, or in any manner whatsoever
torture or abuse any animal. It shall be unlawful to restrain or anchor any animal by means of a
tether. ‘

(Code 1977, § 10-3012)

State Law reference— Minimum standards for control of dogs, O.C.G.A. § 4-8-1; Cruelty
to dogs, O.C.G.A. § 4-8-5; cruelty generally, O.C.G.A. § 16-12-4.

Sec. 11-3-12. - Duty to report violations and give testimony in court; duty to report rabies
cases.

(@) Any person who has personal knowledge of a violation of any part of this article
shall notify the police department and shall also make known his willingness to appear
and give testimony concerning any such violation in the recorder's court of the city upon
being summoned thereto at the time and place specified in such summons.

(b) It shall be the duty of any person knowing of a rabid dog or other rabid animal, or
of an animal showing symptoms of rabies to report immediately to the county rabies
control officer and give as much additional pertinent information as possible.

(Code 1977, § 10-3013) :

Sec. 11-3-13. - Control of dogs.

Any person owning, controlling, or harboring a dog within the incorporated areas of the
city shall confine the dog within the owner's property at all times by means of an aerial dog run/
trolley system or he shall keep the dog within any enclosure surrounded by an adequate fence or
within a house. All dogs located on property other than that of their owner or controller shall be
confined by means of a leash not more than six feet in length and controlled by a competent
person, commensurate with the size of the dog.

(Code 1977, § 10-3014)
Cross reference— Minimum standards for control of dogs, O.C.G.A. § 4-8-1; Vicious
animals, § 11-3-8.1; dangerous dogs, § 11-3-26 et seq.

Sec. 11-3-14. - Impoundment.

The folldwing animals in the incorporated areas of the city may be impounded by the
rabies control officer or any city police officer. All rules and regulations of the rabies control
officer regarding notice to owner, redemption of impounded animals, and disposition of
unredeemed animals are applicable to animals impounded from the incorporated areas of the
city.

(1) Dogs or cats running at large;
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(2) Dogs or cats, the ownership of which is unknown;
(3) Vicious dogs not confined as required by section 11-3-8.1;

(4) Dogs or cats which have bitten a person or animal or which have been bitten by an
animal suspected of having rabies;

(5) Dogs or cats having an expired license tag;
(6) Dogs or cats not currently vaccinated for rabies and properly tagged;
(7) Dogs or cats suspected of having rabies.

Cross reference— Dog control officer, § 11-3-26 et seq.; confiscation of dangerous animals,
§ 11-3-32.

Sec. 11-3-15. - Removal of excrement.

(a Any person owning, possessing, harboring, or having care, charge, control or
custody of a dog must remove any excrement left by that dog on any sidewalk, gutter, or
street, to include the right-of-way along a residential front yard, lot, public park or other

- area traversed by the public. The dog waste shall be immediately removed from areas
traversed by the public by placing said matter in a sealed container and thereafter
disposing of it in a trash receptacle or refuse container. In areas along the city's trail
system, dog waste shall be removed from the trail and disposed of such that it is
sufficiently away from areas traversed by the public and in such a way as to not disturb
those using the trail.

(b) This section shall not apply to visually impaired persons who have the charge,
control or use of a guide dog.
(Ord. No. 2002-06, § 1, 7-23-02)
Sec. 11-3-16. - Penalties for violation of this article.
Any person who violates the provisions of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and subject to a fine of up to $500.00 and/or imprisonment in jail for a period not to exceed 60
days, or both. Each and every violation of the provisions of this article constitutes a separate
offense.
(Ord. No. 2002-06, § 1, 7-23-02)

Secs. 11-3-17—11-3-25. - Reserved.

Sec. 11-3-17. Abandonment of Domestic Animals
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It shall be unlawful for any person to release or restrain a dog or other domestic animal
on any property, public or private, with the intention of abandoning the animal.

Sec. 11-3-18. Dog Park Rules.

(a) The following rules shall be applied to all dog parks within the City of Morrow:
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Dog owner/custodian is legally and financially responsible for the actions
of their dog;

Dog owners/custodians assume all risks associated with useage of the
park;

Parking is for general park/dog park users and path walkers only;

A dog owner/custodian must remove any feces left by their dog within the
park. Dog waste shall be immediately removed by placing said matter in a
closed or sealed container and thereafter disposing of it in a trash
receptacle, sanitary disposal unit or other closed or sealed refuse
container;

Dog waste receptacles are for dog waste only. Users of the park are
prohibited from discarding other garbage/waste in the dog waste
receptacles.

Water stations and bowls are for dogs to drink from only. Bathing,
washing, and human consumption of water is prohibited within the dog
park. '
The following are prohibited from any city dog park;

(A)  Alcoholic beverages;

(B) Music;

(C)  Pet or human food;

(D) Glass containers;

E) Smoking;

® Littering

Park hours of operation shall be between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00
p.m. No person shall use the park between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 6:00
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a.m. daily. During the winter months, park hours of operation shall be
between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00p.m. No person shall use the park
between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

No dog owner/custodian may bring more than two (2) dogs into the park
at one time;

A Dog owner/custodian must be sixteen (16) years of age or older to enter
the park; '

A child between the ages of ten (10) and sixteen (16) years may enter the
dog park only with adult supervision;

Children under the age of ten (10) are prohibited from entering the dog
park;

Dogs that have been bred or trained for fighting purposes are prohibited;

All dogs are required to wear, or the owner/custodian must carry, current
vaccination and registration tags, which may be checked by the animal
control authority or other law enforcement;

Dogs are to be brought to the park on leashes and released inside the dog
park. Upon exiting the park dogs must be under the control of a leash.
Spike, choke, electric, or prong collars are prohibited in the park;

No female dog in heat, or sick dog, shall be brought into the dog park;

Dog owners/custodians are to remain in visual contact with their dogs in
the park, and shall have verbal control of their dogs in the park;

A dog owner/custodian shall immediately leash and remove a dog that
becomes aggressive, regardless of whether the dog has a history of bites or
has been designated as a dangerous or vicious dog under state or other
applicable law; in no event may a dog that has been designated as
dangerous or vicious be brought into the park. Criminal penalties apply to
bringing a dangerous or vicious dog into this park;

Dog bites shall be reported to the City of Morrow Police Department by
anyone involved or witnessing the bite;

A dog owner/custodian is responsible for destruction caused by his or her
dog. Destruction shall include any hole a dog may dig while in the park;

In case of danger or emergency, contact 911;
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(b)  Persons violating the Dog Park Rules established herein shall be guilty of a city
ordinance violation and subject to the following penalties plus court costs, if applicable:

(1)  First offense: $50.00 fine;
(2)  Second offense: $100.00 fine;

(3)  Third offense: $250.00 and six month trespass from all city dog parks.
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