5/9/19

STATE OF GEORGIA
CITY OF MORROW
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF MORROW,
GEORGIA BY REVISING CHAPTER 7 (“PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL
AFFAIRS”) IN CHAPTER 1| (“CITY PARKS AND FACILITIES”); TO REPEAL
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER
LAWFUL PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Morrow, Georgia (the
“City”) is the Mayor and Council thereof; and

WHEREAS, the City is authorized to prescribe regulations for parks, recreation and
cultural affairs for the City pursuant to, among other things, Section 1.12 of the City’s Charter;
and

WHEREAS, the City previously exercised such power, having adopted an ordinance
setting forth regulations that are codified in Chapter 7 (“Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs”)
in Chapter 1 (“City Parks and Facilities”) of the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia;
and | |

WHEREAS, the governing authority has determined that it is necessary to amend said
regulations to further protect the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City.

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY
OF THE CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA, and by the authority thereof:

Section 1. That Chapter 7 (“Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs”) in Chapter 1 (“City

Parks and Facilities”) of the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended by
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inserting in lieu thereof tﬁe provisions set forth in Exhibit “A”, which is attached hereto and
| made a part hereof by reference.

Section 2. That the preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby
incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein.

Section 3. (a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all
sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their
enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional.

(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest
extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance. It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the
greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance is mutually dependent upoh any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase
of this Ordinance.

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance
shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the
express intent of the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or
unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional
or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or
sections of the Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed by law,. all remaining phrases,
clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional,

enforceable, and of full force and effect.
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Section 4. That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
expressly repealed.

Section 5. That this Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of
the State of Georgia and the City.

Section 6. That the effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption unless
otherwise specified herein.

ORDAINED this 11th day of June, 2019.

CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA

el e

E: Dz?arMayor

ATTEST:

Yasrr‘y/Julio, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

G

e —

City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A
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Title 7 - Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs

The City of Morrow provides for residents, neighbors, and visitors many public parks, recreation
and gathering spaces. Everyone who visits these spaces is expected to be respectful of
themselves, others, and the property. This regulation is created to ensure pleasant and enjoyable
expenences for everyone by prohibiting inappropriate, unruly, damaging, or obnoxious behavior.
It is the intention of the city to enforce this legislation fairly, equally and to the fullest cxtent
allowed by law.

Chapter 1: City Parks and Facilities
Sec. 7-1-1 - Use of parks generally.

The following regulations govern the public use of all city parks (city sponsored events are not
subject to these regulations):

1) The following items are prohibited from any city park:

e Glass Containers - It shall be unlawful for any person to bring in, carry, possess
glass containers in City parks except for authorized vendors who shall retain and
remove from the park all glass containers utilized in their commercial activities

e Firearms - Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §16-11-127, it is unlawful to carry a ﬁrearm to
or while at a public gathering, as defined in O.C.G.A. § 16-11-127

® Amplified sound equipment — It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to
play, use, operate or permit to be played, used or operated any radio receiving
device, television, stereo, musical instrument for the producing, reproducing or
amplifying of sound and/or noise at such a volume and in such a manner so as td
create, or cause to be created, any noises or sounds which are plainly audible at a
distance of 100 feet or more

¢ Fireworks - It shall be unlawful for any person to handle or launch any simple or
complex device containing combustibles that liberate gases that on being ignited
and/or whose action propels that device through the air. Examples of such
prohibited devices include, but are not limited to: bottle rockets, firecrackers,
smoke balls, sparklers, roman candles, strobes and snaps

¢ Alcoholic beverages
Drugs or illegal substances

2) No person shall do any of the following in any city park:

Playing music without the use of earphones

Playing musical instruments

Littering

Children under ten (10) years of age must be accompanied by an adult; parents
and guardians shall not be more than 50 yards from their children, shall maintain
visual contact with their children at all times, and shall not sit in their vehicle
while their children play in the park.

e Sleeping, laying down, or sun bathing
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e Obnoxious behavior or excessive noise — It shall be unlawful for any person to
use vulgar, profane, loud or unbecoming language within a City park. No person
shall commit any disorderly, obscene or indecent act or commit any act of
nuisance in a City park

e [t shall be unlawful for any person to smoke or vape outside of designated areas
within City of Morrow outdoor parks and recreational facilities.

e [t shall be unlawful for any person to drink vinous, malt or other alcoholic
beverages while in a city park. It shall also be unlawful for any person to consume
or use illegal drugs and/or narcotics in a City park

3) Parks are open daylight hours only, unless posted otherwise.

4) Vendors and/or individuals are prohibited from selling products or services of any kind
without first obtaining written permission from the City Manager; provided, however,
that no person shall sell spirituous, vinous or malt liquor in the city parks, except as

otherwise provided by ordinance.

5) Shoes, sandals or other appropriate footwear are required to be worn.

6) Pedestrians only are allowed on the “jogging” track; bicycles are prohibited on the track.

7) Park facilities are available on a “first come-first served” basis unless reserved for a City
Sponsored event.

8) Areas shall be left clean; users must properly dispose of all trash, including animal
excrement.

9) No overnight parking.

10) All parking is reserved for visitors using the adjacent municipal facilities (parks,
recreation areas, city hall, welcome center, and the like).

1) Parking spaces that have been converted to electric charging stations can only be
occupied by electric cars actively charging.

Sec. 7-1-2: Penalties.

The penalties for any violation of this article will be as stated in_section 1-1-8 of the City Code
of Ordinances and may result in an individual being banned from visiting the parks.
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